great-grandfather, John Beauchamp (born 1781) had earned his living as a silversmith. Von Arnim was taken by her father on 'pilgrimages' to the area, and was told of the legend of 'The Poet of Hornsey Lane', as her grandfather had been known, because of his ability to write verses and recite long extracts from Byron. His strong cultural and artistic connections were passed on to Arthur and Henry Herron, endowing them with many talents and interests that were in turn inherited by their descendants.
John Beauchamp was also remembered, 'chiefly for qualities that earned him the title of the "Original Pa-Man"'. This epithet is further explained by Leslie de Charms, the daughter of von Arnim, in her biography of her mother: 'a "Pa-Man" was invariably a dominant individual, endowed with a highly independent nature, much common sense, a large benevolence and a tendency to express himself in apothegms. Several of his sons were to be considered worthy of the name.' 3 Unfortunately for John Beauchamp, his gifts did not include a head for business and he was declared bankrupt in 1831, leading his sons to seek their fortunes abroad. Arthur, like his father, became renowned for his ability to recite poetry, and was similarly unsuccessful in business matters. He followed his brother Henry Herron to Australia but finally settled in New Zealand, making his living as an auctioneer and store holder.
Despite their geographical separation, the two Beauchamp brothers remained in contact. Henry Herron, like Arthur, was a wandering spirit; even after his family had settled back in Europe he continued his travels around the world. These are recorded in a series of journals, which demonstrate his abilities as a writer and a dry, humorous observer of life. In his journal of 1875, he recounts how he sailed round the world and called in on his brother Arthur at his home in New Zealand; he mentions too that on this occasion he met Arthur's promising seventeenyear-old son, Harold. He records on 14 November: 'Long yarn in the evening with Harold on things in general. He will be seventeen years old tomorrow [...] and seems a well disposed, sensible young fellow'. 4 There was an instant rapport between Harold and his uncle, one of like minds; they shared a love of music as well as a good business sense. The example of his successful older relation encouraged the ambitious young man and this relationship would be significant in the life of Harold's daughter, Kathleen (Mansfield).
The journals of Henry Herron Beauchamp show that he was a cultured man who enjoyed music, the arts, gardening and literature. His home was never without a good grand piano which his children were
